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Abstract 

 

This study aims to indicate the frame and the structure of the Balance of Power 

in the Arab Gulf region, which considered one of the most imported areas in the 

international politics and faced much instability periods in it’s regional Balance 

of Power system, especially, since the Iranian revolution which erupted in 1979, 

and the geo-strategic changes which followed it such as the conflict and 

competition between the regional powers for sovereignty and domination to lead 

the balance of bower in accordance with their own interests against the other 

regional powers. 

The balance of power in the Arab Gulf region had to be distinguished by several 

aspects of attempts to settle a form of balance of bower to  accommodate with 

the interest of each regional power and to meet its ambitions. After the emerge 

of Islamic regime in Iran, the balance of bower in the region had changed, which 

led Iraq to attempt to modify it through the direct encounter with Iran, which led 

to First Gulf War between the two main powers in the regional balance which 

presented the form of simple balance of power.          

When Iraq had invaded Kuwait and with Second Gulf War, destroying Iraqi 

military force came as a benefit to Iran, and United States entered the regional 

balance as a domination power especially against Iraq and Iran, whereas GCC 

states get a better position under American security umbrella. 

The Third Gulf War had came to storm the formula of regional balance in the 

advantage of GCC states, where Iraq had left the formula after occupied, and 

Iran still subject to continuous threat by United States under the excuse of 

“Terrorism Fighting” especially it the second part American “Evil Axis” list.    


